


                  LOXTON PARISH COUNCIL									
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 6TH JANUARY 2023
AT 7.00PM  


In attendance: Chairman Shipton, Cllr Bassett, Cllr Davies and four Residents. 
The Minutes were taken by Clerk Sally Ferguson. The meeting opened at 7.01pm

51/22 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
52/22 Apologies for absence- Cllr Traversari and District Cllr A. Harley- Accepted 
53/22 Declaration of Interests – None declared.
54/22 Co-option of Parish Councillor-It was resolved to Co-opt Alan Eden to fill a longstanding vacancy. Cllr Eden signed a Declaration of Office and was welcomed to the meeting by the Chairman.
55/22 Minutes of Last Meeting – The minutes of the meeting on 14th November 2022 were resolved as accurate and signed by the Chairman.
56/22 Public Speaking- Two residents spoke on various matters in the village. There was concern that the wall that had collapsed still was not rebuilt and it was mentioned that the Village Hall would be benefitting from a chairlift on the steps in the future.
57/22 Correspondence – The Clerk requested consideration of an increase in Home Working Allowance from £12 per calendar month to £20 from 1st April 2023. This was agreed in principle to be ratified on next Agenda in March. It was suggested that a few Parish Councillor handbooks be purchased for new Councillors and the Clerk was to look into costs of these.
58/22 Planning- 22P/2934/FUH Christon Court Farm, Flagstaff Road, Christon, North Somerset. BS26 2XY. Proposed demolition of existing storage building and erection of double garage outbuilding It was resolved to offer No Objection.
59/22 Finance and to approve payments since last meeting-It was resolved to approve the payments shown on the agenda:

· Clerk salary November (including increase backdated to 1st April) =£169.70 + £15.30 expenses=£185.00
· Clerk salary December = £113.70 +£12.00 expenses = £125.70
· N.I./ Tax HMRC November = £42.40
· N.I. /Tax HMRC December = £28.40

60/22 Budget 2023-2024. -The Clerk presented the Members with a Prediction of Spend until 31st March 2023, notes, and a Budget for them to consider. The items in the Budget were then approved. The Council resolved to increase the Precept to £5500.00 which would mean an increase to a Band D property of 86 pence a month. The Clerk /RFO felt that reserves needed building to a more acceptable level and therefore some of the carryover needed to be put into the Capital Reserves account.
61/22 Reports

1. District Councillor – Not available 
2. Highways/Footpaths – The damaged sign in Whitehouse Lane has been replaced. The sign in Sevier Lane needs sorting following a collision. Cllr Davies thought he could action this.
3. Parish Acre -Ash dieback was again a concern. The collection box had been emptied and £15.22 was collected. 
4. Parish Orderly -Nothing to report. The Clerk asked if his invoice for 2022 would be available shortly. 
5. Community Hub –The Hub was going well. The Environmental Health Officer had visited, and the kitchen was 5 stars rated. There had been a successful National Lottery grant bid and £10,000 had been awarded as well as £20, 000 from the National Grid. Both amounts would fund a community bus to be used to bring residents in from outlying villages. Footfall was imperative to secure a grant for the next stage of the project to be completed. 

         62/22. Items not covered elsewhere plus items for the next agenda- Nothing was forthcoming.
Next meeting: Monday 6th March at 7.00pm
Meeting closed at 8.25 pm
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