


LOXTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING 13th May 2024 DRAFT
To follow the Annual meeting of the Parish Council at 7.00pm
(There were no members of the public present) 

1.Chairman’s welcome to the public -The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.40 pm.

2. Apologies for Absence- Unitary Cllr J. Tristram sent his apologies. 

3. Agreement of the minutes of the meeting of 10th May 2023.

4. Chairman’s Summary of the Year:

The year was not as eventful as the year before, but it had not been without challenges arising from the financial restraints faced by Local Authorities unable to fund their intended expenditure. The Parish Council needs to keep under review the extent and effect of ash dieback within the Parish Acre and there is a requirement to build the reserves. Faces with this situation there was little alternative but to raise the annual precept to its current level of £7,000.00.
On a positive note, missed waste collections, which were previously a constant source of annoyance, have not been a concern during the last year and seem to have been resolved.
The biggest source of dissatisfaction remains the condition of the roads and the failure of North Somerset Council to deal with potholes and carry out resurfacing works where necessary. The Parish Council’s largest frustration is that this is all driven by a lack of money on the part of the Local Authority and the obvious pressure upon it to prioritize funds where they benefit the greatest number. Nevertheless, we continue to complain and voice villagers’ concerns to which are added the lack of a speed restriction plying throughout Loxton and Christon especially given the size of vehicles (in particular very large tractors and trailers) that use the roads.
The Parish Council continues to monitor all planning applications submitted to North Somerset Council. This year there have been a number in respect of tree works and the remainder related to building works or sought approval to a change in use. We have seen fewer retrospective consents being sought, which is hopefully an encouraging sign and there has been nothing which has exercised any great concern or alarm amongst our electorate.
I am pleased to say that the Parish was able to secure funds from North Somerset Council from the planning pot, which enabled and fully paid for the essential tree felling work at the Parish Acre. Asa direct consequence of this work being funded, the Parish Council felt able to provide the Church Wardens of Loxton and Christon Churches with a grant of £100 each towards the upkeep of their prospective Churchyards. It is doubtful that we will be able to afford this in future years. 
Following his election success in the District Council elections last year, Joe Tristram has been a regular attendee at the Parish Council meetings and has done his best to obtain answers and convey our concerns to North Somerset Council. In September we were also visited by Councillor Abi Maquire who will be standing as an Independent Parliamentary Candidate in the next General Election.
I would like to think that the complaint this Council made to North Somerset Council regarding the encroachment of the hedging opposite Oak Farm into the roadway almost as far as the Council houses, resulted in the owner arranging for it to be addressed. 
In November Graham Price, the honorary secretary of Cerebus Speleological Society, attended the Parish Council meeting and was able to inform all present of the past history of Loxton Caves and the work done by the dedicated members of his society to maintain and protect Loxton Cavern in particular. This resulted in the Parish Council entering into an agreement with the Cerebus Speleological Society for restricted access by members of the British caving Association to Loxton Cavern to secure its rich heritage and unrestricted access to the remaining two caves where there are no artefacts or features of historical or archaeological importance.
In conclusion I would like to express thanks to the following individuals without whom the Parish Council could not achieve all that it does.
1. Sally Ferguson, our Clerk, whose guidance and knowledge continues to be invaluable. My fellow Councillors who freely and willingly give of their time. Our auditor, who together with Sally, ensures that we remain financially compliant.
2. Dave Southwood who continues to keep the Loxton Bus shelter neat and tidy. 
3. Mike Vowles, the village orderly, without whom the Parish Council would find it difficult to maintain Cowslip Green, the Parish Acre and the Christon Village Pump.
4. Jane Jay and Mary Counsell for their tireless dedication to ensuring that both churches are maintained and preserved for future generations.
5. To the entire Village Hall Committee who have worked so hard to provide entertaining community events and appeal and attract a great following.
6. Phil Davies is the driving force behind the Loxton Community Hub and café, chef Kieran and his team who have all been instrumental in its success.
7. The Editors, contributors and Produces of the Contact Magazine and the administrators and users of the WhatsApp groups ensure we remain a cohesive community welcoming to all and a great source of local knowledge and information.
8. Last but not least, John and Heidi Nicholson of Syscon Limited, whose generosity has enabled the purchase of a Defibrillator which will be coming soon to the Hub.

5. Presentation of the accounts for the year up to 31st March 2024 was given by the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. The floor was given a report of the income and expenditure, and any significant variances were explained. It was noted that expenditure was more than the Precept requested and that the carry-forward figure was up on last year.


	
	2022/23
	2023/24

	Total income
	5268
	8171

	Expenditure
	4615
	6266

	Staff costs
	1705
	1926

	Balance carried forward
	3378
	5283




6. Questions- None were forthcoming 

9. Close of business- 7.55 pm
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