


                 LOXTON PARISH COUNCIL									
  MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON MONDAY 29th July 2024 
AT 7.00PM  


In attendance: Vice Chairman Bassett, Cllr Davies, Cllr Eden and 11 members
 of the Public.
The Minutes were taken by Clerk Sally Ferguson. The meeting opened at 7.00pm

 20/24 The Vice Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
21/24 Apologies for absence- Chairman Shipton sent his apologies which were accepted.
22/24 Declaration of Interests – None declared.
23/24 Minutes of Last Meeting – The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council on 13th May 2024 were resolved as accurate and signed by the Vice Chairman.
24/24 Public Speaking- 
The Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 7.02 pm to allow the Public to speak on speed issues and highway safety:
· One resident had been active in engaging with the Police and the North Somerset Highways Safety Officer as to what could be done to improve the situation near her property and throughout the village. There is currently no speed limit in place through Christon and Loxton. 
· Some residents opposed the introduction of a speed limit, as their perception was that it would not deter reckless drivers, and they were not happy with more signage being introduced, as it would detract from the aesthetic appeal of the villages.
·  The problem of unkempt hedging was a problem, the hedges impair visibility and make the roads unsafe for horse riders, walkers, children and cyclists. The Clerk mentioned that this could be reported as a hazard online to North Somerset by residents as well as the Parish Council. 
· There was a vote of thanks to Mary Counsell for organising the hedge cutting at the church.
· [bookmark: _Hlk173227493] All residents however, believed that safety on the Highway was paramount, and that the 60mph speed limit was considered too high on the approaches to both villages.
·  Some raised concern that reducing the speed limit would lead drivers to concentrate more on their speed on the dashboard instead of concentrating on the road.
·  There was further discussion on the importance of communication between neighbours to solve issues such as hedges. 
	The Vice Chairman then opened the meeting at 7.34 pm and 5 residents left.	
25/24 Planning: 
· 24/P/1255/FUH Manor Court, Christon Road, Loxton. BS26 2XG. Proposed installation of 11 no. solar panels to rear elevation roof and removal of oil tank to side elevation to be replaced with an air source pump in same location. It was resolved to offer No Comment 
· 24/P/1372/FUL Christon Manor Farm, Flagstaff Road, Christon, Loxton. BS26 2XY. Proposed conversion of existing barn and outbuilding to 1 no. dwelling. Works to include the removal, replacement and installation of multiple doors and windows erection of a connecting extension at North-East elevation and installation of solar panels. It was resolved to offer no comment.
26/24 Speed Issues:
It was resolved to continue to be supportive of investigation into speed and Highway safety issues, and the Public were encouraged to write to the Council via the Clerk with any updates on the matter as well as any concerns in the future. Unitary Cllr. Tristram had also asked the Parish Councils he represents to flag up concerns which he would raise with Mike Bell, Leader of North Somerset Council.
27/24 To consider rate of pay to Village Orderly 2024.
It was resolved to offer an increase of £3.00 per hour backdated to 1st January 2024.
Three members of the Public left the meeting at 7.50 pm

28/24 Correspondence
All correspondence sent to Members by email.
29/24 Finance and to approve payments since last meeting-
It was resolved to approve the payments since last meeting and acknowledge those due before the next meeting in September 2024.
· Clerk Salary June =£151.20
· Clerk Salary July = £151.20 
·  June Home Allowance+ Expenses = £32.55
· July Home Allowance= £20.00+ Expenses = £30.99
· N.I/Tax HMRC=£ 37.80
· N.I./ Tax HMRC =£37.80
· Repair to Streetlight= £88.39
· Annual Insurance = £466.23
· Npower (streetlight) = £13.60


Bank Balances as of 30th June 2024:
· Current Account = £989.21
· Reserves Account = £6667.12

30/24 Reports:

1. District Councillor –No report.
2. Highways/Footpaths –A resident had mentioned the footpath to the Hall was slippery when wet. Clerk to report.
3. Parish Acre – No report
4. Parish Orderly -Nothing to report. 
5. Community Hub –The Hub continues to do well. Grants totalling £125,000.00 had been received and would allow the start of work to house a toilet and new kitchen. 
            31/24 Items not covered elsewhere plus items for the next agenda- None forthcoming.

Next meeting: Meeting of the Parish Council :
 Thursday 5th September 2024 at 7.00pm.

[bookmark: _Hlk150946830]Meeting closed at 7.58 pm.
(These Minutes were signed as a true record by the Vice- Chairman on Thursday 5th September)
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